Pickens Presbyterian Church

311 WEST MAIN STREET
PICKENS, SOUTH CAROLINA 29671

“To the Glory of God, and the Service of People”

November 9%, 2025 22™ dunday after Pentecost €lgven o'clock
The Church Gathers

Chiming of the Hour

Choral Introit “Grace” Carolyn Hamlin

Friendship Pads

Please print your name(s), & contact information, pass the pad, pass it back, note the names of your neighbors and
greet them by name after worship.

Concerns in the Life of the Church Elder Jim Mahanes, Liturgist

Prelude “God Bless America” Irving Berlin

Voices of Ravenel Chorus
Today we want to share a song that reminds us to be thankful for our country and for the people who help keep
it safe and strong. When we sing, God Bless America, we’re not just asking for blessings for our nation. We are
also remembering that God'’s love and care are for everyone, everywhere. This song is our way of saying thank
you . . . to God, to our veterans, and to all who work for peace, freedom, and kindness in our world.

*Call to Worship (from Psalm 18.3, 46)
I call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised,
So I shall be saved from my enemies. The LORD Iives!
Blessed be the rock, and exalted be the God of our salvation.
ALL: Come, Let us worship God!
*Prayer of Praise

*Hymn (insert) “I Will Call Upon the Lord”
The Church Confesses

Prayer of Confession
Gracious God, we confess that we are too easily influenced by peddlers of despair and alarm,
too quick to sink into numbness and apathy, too tired to imagine another way. Our hopes
have crumbled, and our hearts are faint. Breathe new life into us, we pray. Help us to be
mindful of your promises, your faithfulness, and your presence as we face the challenges of
our lives. Restore our vision and give us courage to live in your truth. . . . (silent, personal
confession) Amen.

Kyrie You are the Lord, Giver of mercy.
You are the Christ, Giver of mercy. You are the Lord, Giver of mercy.
Assurance of Pardon ...inJesus Christ, we are forgiven. Thanks be to God.

*Passing of the Peace Peace be with you. And also with you.
(Please turn to the person in front of you, behind you, and beside you to share Christ’s peace with them)

*You are invited to stand in spirit or in body.



*Gloria Patri #579 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; As it was
in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen.

The Church Proclaims God’s Word

Prayer for Illumination Elder Jim Mahanes
1* Scripture Reading Haggai 1.15b—2.9

The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
Special Music “God Bless the USA” Lee Greenwood

Voices of Ravenel Chorus
This song celebrates what brings us together as a community and as a country. When we sing this song, we
remember that being proud of where we live also means caring for one another, helping our neighbors, and
standing together in hope and love. We sing God Bless the USA today to honor all who have given so much. We
celebrate OUR veterans and celebrate the unity and compassion that make our nation strong. This wouldn’t be
possible without our veterans! Thank you veterans!

2" Scripture Reading Luke 20.27-38
The Word of God for the People of God. Thanks be to God.
Anthem “United We Stand”  Sally K Albrecht and Jayden Althouse
Voices of Ravenel Chorus
Sermon “Hard Times and Hard Questions” Dr. David Torrey
The Church Responds in Faith
*Hymn #446 “Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken”
* Affirmation of Faith Adapted from the Theological Declaration of Barmen

Jesus Christ, as he is attested for us in Holy Scripture, is the one Word of God which we
have to hear and which we have to trust and obey in life and in death.

As Jesus Christ is God’s assurance of the forgiveness of all our sins, so in the same way
and with the same seriousness is he also God’s mighty claim upon our whole life.
Through him befalls us a joyful deliverance from the godless fetters of this world for a
free, grateful service to his creatures.

The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which Jesus Christ acts
presently as the Lord in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit.

As the church of pardoned sinners, it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world, with its
faith as with its obedience, with its message as with its order, that it is solely his
property, and that it lives and wants to live solely from his comfort and from his
direction in the expectation of his appearance.

Offering (Use the QR Code to the right for Online Giving)

GIVE NOW
Offertory “Jesu, Joy of Man’s Desiring” J.S. Bach

*Doxology #592 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*Prayer of Dedication

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer (debts/Debtors)
The Lord be with you.  And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them up to the Lord. . . .
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our
Debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
*Hymn #108 “Christ is Alive!”

*Charge and Benediction



Postlude “Amazing Grace” arr. Glenda Austin
(Please remain seated until worship ends after the Postlude)

The Church Enters the Mission Field

ANNOUNCEMENTS
In the name of Jesus the Christ, “Welcome Home” to the House of the Lord. If you are
visiting, we offer a special welcome and invite you to participate with us in mission and ministry. If
you would like to become a member of our congregation, please speak to the Pastor. We invite you to
visit our website (www.PickensPresbyterian.org) to register for our newsletter.

PRAYER CONCERNS AND CELEBRATIONS

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests
be made known to God. — Philippians 4:6 (NRSV)

REQUESTS: Share prayer concerns in worship, on the pew cards (place in the offering
plates), or email the church office admin@pickenspresbyterian.org.

(Prayer concern list policy: Names will remain on the list for 4 weeks, after which they may be either
renewed for another 4 weeks, or moved to the Long-Term Prayer Concern List)

Name (relationship) Concern
*Donna GeSSEll (JO ANNE’S SISLET) ...vvuivvnieneiineiineiieeie e e e e e e eeneeanss health concerns
Heather Cirelli (friend of Kathy Chamlee) .............cooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinieiiiiieeen, health concerns
Mike Goldsmith..................coooii health concerns
Hurricane MeliSSa VICHIMS ........cuuuiiiiiiiieiii e e et e e et e e e e e e e e e e e eaaaeens recovery
Hank OWeNS......coouniiiiiiie e e e e e health concerns
Burnett Kelly ... health concerns
Steve BILISON .......oooiiiiiiiiiii health concerns
Bill RANSOM .....euviiiiiiiiiiiii health concerns
Bev Timerding (Deb HOItEl’S SISLET) .. ...uuurirnerrneeirieeerieerrieeerieersieersiereieeeanaens health concerns
Nigerian Christians
Mike & Shirley (Deb HoItel’s COUSINY ..uuivvnniriineriineiiieeiieeeieeeiieeeaieeaieeaanens health concerns

10/12/25

Humanitarian Crisis in Gaza
*new this week

CELEBRATIONS

LONG TERM PRAYER CONCERN LIST
Bert Allison, John Blackwood, Caroline Bowen, Katherine Acker Brooks, Barbara & Joe
Christopher, Margaret Dawkins, Steve Ellison, Shawn Erickson (Ron & Sylvia’s son), Jane
Gillespie, Howard Harden, Samuel Hood (John & Jana Holland’s nephew), Beverly & Burnett
Kelly, Drema LaFoy (Tina’s mother) & Tina, Brad Michael (Bob Michael’s Son), Hank Owens,
Susan Steedman (Sarah Mahanes’ Mother), Kay Tilley, Bev Timerding (Deb Holtel’s sister),
Melvin Tolliver (Deb Holtel’s uncle), John & Tiffanie Torrey (David’s brother & Sister-in-law).

EXTRA GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
Peace in Ukraine. PDA support: gifts to DR000156.
Humanitarian Aid to Gaza. Text PDAIP to 41444, or gifts to “DR000081-Israel/Palestine”.
Hurricane Melissa. PDA support: gifts to DR000194.
*Make checks payable to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) with DR support number on memo line.

CHURCH EVENTS THIS WEEK: Online calendar: http://PickensPresbyterian.org/Calendar

FROM THE MISSIONS COMMITTEE: Please plan to attend a grogram by Dave
Simmons, South American Mission, on Wednesday, November 12", at 5:30 pm. Dave



https://us2.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=7f4f6bbbe49be02e466ca25f8&id=e94e0f0223
mailto:admin@pickenspresbyterian.org
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/
https://pcusa.org/disaster-assistance/active-responses/international-disaster/hurricane-melissa
http://73970421.view-events.com/

and Marilyn will be visiting our Church to provide an update on their activities. A light
dinner will be served.

We will join Griffin Ebenezer Baptist Church in providing a Harvest Meal to the
Community on November 22", We served 350 plates last year and are planning for 400 this
year. That means more turkeys to cook! You can participate by: cooking or donating
turkeys, donating cans of cranberry sauce, making desserts, prepping on Nov 21*, or working
the Drive Thru. See Sign-up sheet in ASH, or let Sharon or Jo Anne know how you can
help.

BAKE SALE: Our PPC Youth will host their Annual Thanksgiving Bake Sale on Sunday,
November 23". Please bring a baked good to sell and plan to stock up on delicious
homemade treats! All proceeds will help make Christmas special for needy CDC families.
Reach out to Anna or Carole with any questions.

IMPORTANT NOTES FROM THE CDC: Reminder: The CDC only uses their street
address for all mail: 338 W Cedar Rock Street.
Also, to find out how to Qualify and Apply for The Child Care Scholarship Program,
supported by the South Carolina Department of Social Services (DSS), please go the
link: https://www.scchildcare.org/families/child-care-scholarships/

WARMTH & COMFORT MINISTRY: September - November Drive: Items of warmth: hats,
gloves, scarves, blankets, socks, lap quilts, or monetary donations to purchase items for the
residents. Items must be new or handmade due to state regulations. Due by tomorrow,
November 10" in Office Collection Box. Questions: Tammy Ferguson @ 864-238-4652 or
warmthandcomfortfortheelderly@gmail.com

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME: All Saints’ Hall at 10:30am for food and fellowship. Sign
up at: https://tinyurl.com/FellowshipSnacks or via the QR code in the CliffNotes.

FINANCIAL UPDATE
Last Sunday’s Giving: $5,202.
Weekly Contributions Needed for Budget: $6,148.
Year-to-Date Contributions: $242,684.54.
Year-to-Date Expenses: $226,147.34.

SERVING: TODAY (November 9%) November 16", 2025
Elder of the Week: Betsey Chalmers Nancy Goldsmith
Liturgist: Jim Mahanes Sharon Stark
Sanctuary Guild: Louise Hope Louise Hope
Ushers: Dianna and Butch Morris Dianna and Butch Morris
Refreshments: Veterans Day breakfast Meg Cole
Camera Operation: Robert Simms Ginger Chastain
Sound Board:

Nursery Volunteers:

Sanctuary Flowers: Liza Holder Cindy Wood
Communion Set-up:

Communion Servers:

Lectionary readings for today:
Liturgist: Jim Mahanes

Haggai 1.15b-2:9

Psalm 145.1-5, 17-21

2 Thessalonians 2.1-5, 13-17
Luke 20.27-38

Lectionary readings for next Sunday:
Liturgist: Sharon Stark

Isaiah 65.17-25

Isaiah 12

2 Thessalonians 3.6-13
Luke 21.5-19



https://pickenspresbyterian.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7f4f6bbbe49be02e466ca25f8&id=eec5d99b8d&e=ffc1579844
mailto:warmthandcomfortfortheelderly@gmail.com
https://tinyurl.com/FellowshipSnacks
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