
 

Pickens Presbyterian Church 
 

 
 

311 WEST MAIN STREET 
PICKENS, SOUTH CAROLINA 29671 

 
“To the Glory of God, and the Service of People” 

 
August 20th, 2023 12th Sunday after Pentecost Eleven o’clock 

The Church Gathers 
The Session invites members to wear masks to worship and other gatherings, if you are more comfortable doing 

so in a group situation, and of course if you are sick to please stay home. 

Chiming of the Hour  

Concerns of the Church 

Preparation for Worship  
Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship, first in silence, then as we listen to the prelude. 

Prelude “Praise to the Lord, The Almighty” Arr. John Carter 

*Call to Worship 
Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation 
will come.  God will bring us to the holy mountain,  
a house of prayer for all people.  God gathers all the outcasts together, and makes us 
joyful! 
ALL:  Come, Let us worship God! 

 
*Prayer of Praise 
*Hymn (see #30, pg 6)  “O God, in a Mysterious Way” 



 

The Church Confesses 
*Invitation to Confession          
*Prayer of Confession: 

God of all goodness, We do not want to face all that is in our own hearts.  We want to 
focus on the good — on the love, the compassion, the care — and ignore the bad — the 
greed, the envy, the cruelty.  But before you, God, we must face it.  Forgive all the ways 
we have let evil take hold in our hearts.  Cleanse us.  Help us face our own demons, and 
empower us to live a Christlike life.  . . .  (silent, personal confession)   Amen.  

*Kyrie #572 Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us. 
 Christ, Have Mercy Upon Us. 
 Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us. 
*Assurance of Pardon 
 . . . in Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 

*Corporate Passing of the Peace 
Peace be with you.  And also with you. 

*Gloria Patri #579 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 

without end.  Amen, Amen. 

The Church Proclaims God’s Word  
Prayer for Illumination Elder David McCormick
1st Scripture Reading: Genesis 45.1-15  

The Word of God for the People of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Special Music “Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine” Fanny Crosby/Phoebe Knapp 
Singers and Strings 

Singers: Olivia Fowler, Debbie Hendricks, Beverly Kelly,  
Starla Taylor, Kay Tilley, Peggy Torrey, Cindy Wood 

Strings: O.D. Hendricks, Joe Padgett, Robert Wood 

2nd Scripture Reading: Matthew 15:10-28  
The Word of God for the People of God.  Thanks be to God.  

Time with Young Disciples 

Sermon “Learning from an Unlikely Source”  
 The Reverend Dr. David Torrey 

The Church Responds in Faith 
Affirmation of Faith    Adapted from the Confession of 1967, 9.32–33 

The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for 
the church’s mission.   

His human life involves the church in the common life of all people.  
His service to men and women commits the church to work for every form of human well-

being.  His suffering makes the church sensitive to all human suffering so that it sees the 
face of Christ in the faces of persons in every kind of need.  



 

His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on the inhumanity that marks 
human relations, and the awful consequences of the church’s own complicity in injustice.   

In the power of the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of 
God’s renewal of human life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong. 

The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action.  So 
to live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord. 

*Hymn (See Insert #412)  “Eternal God, Whose Power Upholds” 

Offering 

Offertory “His Name Is Wonderful”  Audrey Mieir 

 *Doxology #592 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
*Prayer of Dedication 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (debts/Debtors) 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our Debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

*Hymn (See Insert #754)  “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

Congregational Meeting 

*Benediction  
Postlude “The Song of a Soul Set Free”  A. H. Ackley/Atwood 

(Please remain seated until worship ends with the end of the Postlude) 

Worship Has Ended – Service Begins 
*Those who are able please stand in body or spirit. 

 
PRAYER REQUESTS: Please share prayer concerns and celebrations in worship, or 

on the pew rack cards placing them in the offering plates, or email the church office 
– admin@pickenspresbyterian.org. 

 Prayer Concerns and Celebrations List 
Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known to God. – Philippians 4:6 (NRSV) 

(Prayer concern list policy: Names will remain on the list for 4 weeks, after which they may be either renewed for 
another 4 weeks, or moved to the Long-Term Prayer Concern List) 

 Name (relationship) Concern 
*Mary Sue Day ............................................................................................ health concerns 
*Scott Kelly (Beverly & Burnett’s Son) ............................................................... life concerns 
Mary & Charles Barron  .......................................................................... his health concerns 
Rick Carter (friend of Jessica McCormick) .................................................... health concerns 
Cyndi Banks ................................................................................................. health concerns 

mailto:admin@pickenspresbyterian.org


 

Jo Ann Taylor .............................................................................................. health concerns 
Kassidy (Deb Holtel’s granddaughter-in-law) ................................................ health concerns 
Jane Townsend …………………………… ............ ……………………………health concerns 
Legacy Partnership Project Team....................................................................... discernment 
*new this week 

Peace in Ukraine.   PDA support: gifts to DR000156 or text PDAUKR to 41444.  Make 
checks payable to Presbyterian Church USA and put the gift number in the memo line. 

Maui Fire Victims.  PDA support: gifts to DR000165.  Make checks payable to Presbyterian 
Church USA & put the gift number in the memo line.  Or contribute to the Maui Food 
Bank using this link: Maui Food Bank. 

Thanks to my loving church family for all of your prayers, cards, food, and well-wishes following 
my recent knee surgery.  It’s such a blessing to have a loving family like you. 

Many Blessings, Cyndi Banks 

Long Term Prayer Concern List 
“Gig” Alexander, Barbara & Joe Christopher, Mary Sue Day, Doug Finney, Jane Gillespie, 
Scott Kelly, John Owens, Faye Padgett, Patti Rivers, Jo Ann Taylor, Melvin Tolliver (Deb 
Holtel’s uncle), John & Tiffanie Torrey (David’s brother and sister-in-law) 

The Christian love and sympathy of the congregation are extended to the family and friends 
of Ernest Brooks “Jimmy” Lipscomb (former father-in-law of Ken Townsend) on his dying to 
this life, Wednesday, August 9, 2023.  A memorial service will be held at 11 am on Saturday, 
August 19, 2023 at Cedarwood Community Church, Greenwood, SC. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Blessings and greetings to one and all. In the name of Christ, you are welcome today 
and every day!  If you are visiting, we offer a special welcome and invite you to participate with 
us in mission and ministry.   Contact the church office to begin receiving our newsletter. 

BLOOD DRIVE: PPC is partnering with the American Red Cross to collect blood for 
distribution to patients across the country. The Red Cross requests that 30 people 
express interest in donating prior to setting a date. If you are interested, please call 
the Church Office to sign up. 

CIRCLE KICK-OFF DINNER: The PPC Women of the Church (PW) will be having 
their annual dinner at 5:30pm on Tuesday, September 5th, at the Pickens Pizza Inn 
to Kick-Off the new Circle year.  This is a great time to get involved!  Circles will be 
using the PW Horizons Bible Study: Sacred Encounters: The Power and Presence of Jesus 
Christ in Luke-Acts, by Olive Mahabir. The cost will be: $10.50. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING:  The Session has called a Congregational Meeting 
for today Sunday, August 20, 2023 at the end of worship for the purpose of receiving a 
report from the Nominating Committee and to elect a Pastor Nominating Committee 
of no more than seven (7) individuals.  Any nominations from the floor require the 
following: the person being nominated must:  

  1) have been approached prior to the meeting,  
  2) have agreed to serve if elected, and  
  3) be present in the meeting. 

https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000156/
https://pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000165/
https://mauifoodbank.org/ways-to-give/


 

Ballot and Slate of Nominees for the Pastor Nominating Committee (vote for 7 ONLY): 

   Mark Taylor – Mark is a lifelong Presbyterian. He grew up at Westminster PC in Greenville. 
Mark is married to Starla and has two adult children – Eric in Denver, CO, and Ashley in 
Centreville, VA. 
Mark has primarily worked with youth at church – teaching confirmation at St. Giles in 
Greenville, leading youth groups, leading small groups at Montreat Youth Conferences, and 
coaching church league basketball teams. Mark served twice as an Elder at St. Giles. He has 
served on Foothills Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry since 2020. 

  Carole Thomas – I am a Pickens girl - born here and haven't strayed since. I started attending 
Pickens Pres when I was around 5 or 6 thanks to the invitation of a young April Simms. I am the 
current title holder of youngest Elder ordained in recent PPC history. I served a brief stint as 
Director of Children and Youth Ministries, and now support the Christian Ed ministries. My 
favorite part of that ministry is being part of the youth program with my fearless co-leader and 
great friend, Anna Chastain. 

  Bert Allison – My Lord has brought me through much pain and sorrow.  He has given me 
blessings too numerous to mention.  I failed Him so many times, yet always felt His love, mercy, 
and grace.  I love my Lord, my Shepherd.  My highlights:  Married Bob, children and grands – 
David, Sarah, Mark, Amanda, Bennett, Grace.  Retired teacher. Served PPC as SS teacher, PNC 
Chair (Randy), in development of CDC, mission supporter.  I am ever grateful for my PPC family 
who has loved me through my 73 years here. 

  Christa Schwab – I was born in Germany, and at age 5, moved to New Jersey with my mother.  
After graduating from the College of New Jersey (where I met my future husband) and Rutgers 
University, I became a Special Education teacher and then a Learning Disabilities Teacher 
Consultant.  We retired to Pickens in 2001 and joined Pickens Presbyterian Church.  I’ve served 
as an Elder and on the CDC board, Congregational Care, and Cemetery committees as well as 
member and co-moderator of the Presbyterian Women’s Circle. 

  Robert Simms – I was born in Maryland and lived there with my grandparents and aunt Karen. 
I attended Salisbury State University for math and physics. From there I went to Clemson 
University for a Master’s degree, and an all-but-dissertation, in mathematics. This is where 
Donna and I found each other. After attending the 1994 Christmas Eve service at Pickens 
Presbyterian Church, we were married here in July 1995 and became members here the same 
year. Our daughters, April & June, grew up here. I work as a programmer at 
SourceLink/Amsive. I became an Elder and served 3 years on the Session beginning 2015. 

  Bill Ranson – I was born in Charlotte, NC, and raised in the Myers Park Presbyterian Church. 
I studied geology at UNC (BS), UNO (MS) and UMass (PhD). I started teaching at Furman 
University in 1979 and married Allison in 1980 and moved to Pickens. We joined PPC in 1981. 
I have taught every level of Sunday School, been a Sr High youth leader, served as an Elder on 
Session many times, sung in the choir and men’s chorus, served on the Nominating Committee 
and twice on previous Pastor Nominating Committees. I am excited to serve on the PNC as we 
prayerfully consider the next chapter in the life and work of PPC. 

  Kay Rentz – I was born and raised in Huntington West Virginia.  I graduated from Queens 
University in Charlotte NC and received my graduate degree in Special Education from the 
University of Virginia.  I’m a life-long Presbyterian and we’ve been part of Pickens Pres for 30 
years!  I have served on the Session several times, as chair of CE and Clerk. 

          (Write-in name, if nominated from the floor) 

          (Write-in name, if nominated from the floor) 

 



 

FALL KICK-OFF CELEBRATION: We will celebrate with a Church-Wide Fall 
Kick-Off event in All Saints’ Hall from 9:30 – 10:30am on Sunday, September 10th, 
to kick off the new Christian Education year. Lunch will follow the morning worship 
service.  More details coming shortly. 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP TIME: Please join us in All Saints’ Hall at 10:30am for 
food and fellowship.  Sign up on the schedule on the refrigerator to help out.  

GENERAL FUND UPDATE:  
Offering last Sunday:   General Fund: $1,636.00, Building Fund: $0.00. 
Total General Offering Year-to-Date: $138,966.20, includes $12,102 online.  
Total General Expenses Year-to-Date: $165,120.62. 
Contributions Needed Weekly to Maintain 2023 Budget: $5,316.60. 

REMINDER - NEW EMAILS FOR OFFICE STAFF: 
David Torrey: pastor@pickenspresbyterian.org 
Cyndi Banks: admin@pickenspresbyterian.org 
Linda Banks: office@pickenspresbyterian.org 

Serving: August 20, 2023 August 27, 2023 
Pulpit Elder: David McCormick Roy Stoddard 

Sanctuary Guild: John Blackwood John Blackwood 
Ushers: Tina LaFoy & John Blackwood Ivy & Roy Stoddard 
Refreshments: Starla Taylor Debbie Teeple 
Camera Operation: Ginger Chastain Robert Simms 

Communion Servers:   
  

 Lectionary readings for today: Lectionary readings for next Sunday: 
Pulpit Elder: David McCormick 

Genesis 45.1–15 
Psalm 133 
Romans 11.1–2a, 29–32 
Matthew 15.[10–20] 21–28 

Pulpit Elder: Roy Stoddard 
Exodus 1.8 - 2.10 
Psalm 124 
Romans 12.1–8 
Matthew 16.13–20 

Church Activities and Events This Week:     Online calendar: http://73970421.view-events.com 
Day 

Sunday, Aug 20 
Time 

9:30am 
10:15am 
10:30am 
11:00am 
12:30pm 

Event 
Sunday School 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Fellowship Time 
Worship Service – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Session Meeting 

     Location 
 
All Saints’ Hall 
ASH 
ASH 
ASH 

Monday, Aug 21 8:30am 
11:00am 
6:00pm 

Food Pantry  
Centering Prayer 
Girl Scouts 

Church Office 
ASH 
Ed Bldg/ASH 

Tuesday, Aug 22 6:30pm Upcountry Quilters Guild ASH 

Wednesday, Aug 23 8:30am 
10:00am 
10:30am 
4:30pm 
5:30pm 

Food Pantry 
Children’s Chapel 
Bible Study 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
LPP Team Meeting 

Church Office 
All Saints’ Hall 
ASH 
ASH 
ASH 
 

Thursday, Aug 24 12:00pm 
4:00pm 

DEADLINE – Bulletin & Cliffnotes 
Sailboat Church Discussion Group 

All Saint’s Hall 
ASH 

mailto:pastor@pickenspresbyterian.org
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Friday, Aug 25  Office Closed  

Saturday, Aug 26    

Sunday, Aug 27 9:30am 
10:15am 
10:30am 
11:00am 

Sunday School 
Adult Choir Rehearsal 
Fellowship Time 
Worship Service – 13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
All Saints’ Hall 
ASH 
ASH 

 

SESSION & COMMITTEES  

Building and Grounds:  Roy Stoddard (’23) and David McCormick (’25) (Co-Moderators) 
Child Development Center:  Jim Mahanes (’22), Roy Stoddard (’23), and David McCormick (’25) 
Christian Education:  Cindy Townsend (’24) and Robert Simms (’25) (Co-Moderators) 
Administration: Budget: Ken Acker (’23),  

Administration: Donna Owen (’24),  
Finance: Ken Townsend (’23) 

Fellowship and Care:  Tina LaFoy (’24) and Nancy Goldsmith (’25) (Co-Moderators) 
Missions:  Roger Gettys (’23) and Rocky Harden (’23) (Co-Moderators) 
Worship:  Debbie Teeple (’24) and Starla Taylor (’25) (Co-Moderators)  

Trustees:  Allison Ranson (’23), Debbie Carmical (’24), Tim Crocker (’25) 

Moderator:  Rev. Dr. David A. Torrey 
Phone:  864.878.9422 ext. 2, 803.317.3331 (cell) 

Clerk of Session:  Kay Rentz   Co-Clerk of Session:  Karen Brown 
  



 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 


